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REMARKS 

Upon entry of the instant amendment, claims 3-4 have been p^ding in this £^lication. 

In the instant amendment, claims 1-2 and 5-6 have been cancelled without prejudice or 
disclaimer of the subj act matter contained therein. The instant amendment made herein to the claims 
does not incorporate new matter into the £^lication as originally filed. 

Further, the instant amendment does not raise substantial new issues for the Examiner's 
consideration nor require further search on the Examiner's part. At the same time, the instant 
amendments put the pending claims in condition for allowance and into a more proper format for 
issuance in a United States patent, by overcoming all outstanding rejections and objections of record. 

Accordingly, proper consideration of each of the pending claims is respectfiilly requested at 
present, as is entry of the present amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 US.C. § 102 and § 103 

In the Office Action, at page 2, claims 1 , 2 and 5 have been rejected under 35 USC § 1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Bovega US '487 (US 2005/0131487). Further, claim 6 has been rejected 
under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boveja US '487 in view of Fblik US '351 (US 
7,010,351). These regections are respectfiilly traversed. 

In the instant amendment, the rejected claims (i.e., claims 1-2 and 5-6) have been cancelled. 

Thus, each of these rejections has been ovetcome. Accordingly, AppUcants respectfiilly 
request that the Examiner withdraw each of these rejections. 
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Allowed Claims 

Claims 3 and 4 are allowed in the Office Action. 

As explained above, since all the rcgected claims have been canceled, all the pending claims 
have been put in condition for allowance. 

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

Applicants note tiiat an IDS was filed on May 23, 2007, wherein two (2) international 

pubUcations (i.e., WO 97/45160 and WO 96/40367) were Usted. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the intemattonal publications and initial 
the PTO/SB/08A/B form submitted with the IDS. 

CONCLUSION 

Based upon the amendments and remarks presented herein, the Examiner is respectfiilly 
requested to issue a Notice of Allowance clearly indicating that each of the pending claims are 
allowed under the provisions of Title 35 of the United States Code. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present application, 
the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact MaryAnne Armstong, Ph.D. (Reg. No. 40,069) at 
the telephone number below, to conduct an interview in an effort to expedite prosecution in 
connection with the present application. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and fiitme 
replies, to charge payment or credit any oveipayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



MAAyTK/rc 
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Dated: August 20, 2007 



Respectfully submitted, 




MAA/^rc 
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RegistratfonNo.:40,( 
BIRCH, STEWART.^O] 
81 10 Gatehouse Rd 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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